
  First recorded contact between Australian 
Aboriginal people and Europeans 

when sailors of the Dutch ship Duyfken 
encountered Wik People on the  

west coast of Cape York Peninsular  
(far north Queensland)

Lieutenant Matthew Flinders  
lands inside the entry to the Clarence 

River, noting weatherproof huts of  
Yaegl People

  Red cedar–getters arrive, and the 
first giant cedar logs leave the lower 

Clarence River, destined for  
market in Sydney

European settlers begin taking 
Yaegl traditional land

Harbour work on the 
lower Clarence River 
commences, making 

river bar crossings safer 
for shipping

Railway line built to move 
quarried rock from Iluka 

Bluff to build the Clarence 
River training wall

  Aboriginal Protection Board 
establishes an Aboriginal Reserve 
on Ulgundahi Island near Maclean, 
removing Yaegl People from their 

traditional lands. They do not return 
to their Country until after 1945

Sandmining leases granted 
to extract rutile and zircon 
from areas of coastal forest 

at Iluka and Yamba

  As a result of mining, Iluka is 
threatened by huge wind-blown 

sand drifts. South African bitou bush 
is planted to trial dune stabilisation

Widespread planting of bitou  
bush to control sand after mining. 

Local residents initiate action  
to stop sandmining

NSW Government announces Iluka’s 
rainforest and adjoining beaches to 

be protected from sandmining

Iluka Nature Reserve  
created

Bundjalung  
National Park created  

to the north

All sandmining in the  
Iluka area ceases
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‘Generations of millgirrmillgirr (women) invite you to 

experience this part of our WadyarrWadyarr (Country) and 

culture. This is an important women’s area, so millgirrmillgirr 

make the decisions. Men could come here only with their 

millgirrmillgirr. Everything we did was based on the seasons. 

Tribes moved around depending on the seasons, the 

plants flowering and fish running. Nature’s rhythm 

drove tribes together for courting and marriages. West 

Bundjalung would come down here for aagalaagal (sea) 

mullet and when the wattle was flowering.  

We still trade today. Mullet for kangaroo! Everything  

is seasonal. We work with the climate. We work with 

nature. Don’t steal from her. Don’t take too much. You 

can’t fight with nature. She will win every time.’

Yaegl Elders, Aunty Patricia Laurie  Yaegl Elders, Aunty Patricia Laurie  
and Aunty Dierdre Randall, 2021 and Aunty Dierdre Randall, 2021 

‘Everything we need is here. WadyarrWadyarr (Country) 

is plentiful so no need to move far. Mangroves 

are everywhere and are a breeding ground for 

crabs, oysters and fish. The aalgarraalgarr (rainforest) 

is full of bush tucker. There is food and medicine 

for everything all along the aalgarraalgarr walk if you 

just know where to look. Women would make 

coolamons from bark to collect bush foods. We 

would also use them to collect pipispipis and oysters. 

Then we cooked them in aagalaagal water on the rocks 

and sat under the pandanus trees and eat them. This 

happened when the wattle was flowering and the 

aagalaagal (mullet) were running. We can’t touch pipis 

until they are fat in summer. This helps conserve 

them so we don’t take too much too early.’

Yaegl Elder, Aunty Dierdre Randall, 2021Yaegl Elder, Aunty Dierdre Randall, 2021 

The Yaygirr (Yaegl) 
People are the Traditional 
Owners of where you are 
standing today. 
Their connection to this land is strong and enduring, 

and many areas within these reserves are of cultural 

and spiritual significance. This connection has been 

recognised through the Federal Court of Australia 

granting Native Title determination of Yaygirr Lands and 

Waters in 2015 and Sea Country Determination in 2017.

The Sea Country Determination came 2 years after 

the Yaygirr People won an 18-year battle to have their 

Native Title rights and interests recognised in the land-

based part of their claim. The Federal Court granted 

the group their traditional rights over this area, in the 

longest running Native Title dispute before the court.

Aunty Della Walker (nee Laurie) and Aunty Joyce 

Clague were instrumental in the journey for recognition 

of Yaygirr People’s Native Title rights.

WadyarrWadyarr (Country) provides
Imagine trying to survive here with no food, shelter or other technological accessories  

(yes that includes your phone!). It wouldn’t take long before things got pretty tough. Although 

everything you need is already here in the landscape, survival relies on more than just the 

availability of resources – it requires specialised local knowledge.

Over thousands of years, YaygirrYaygirr Aboriginal People developed their intimate relationship with 

lower BiirrinbaBiirrinba (Clarence River) estuary and coastline. There were no supermarkets, building 

supply shops or pharmacies – only the seasonal resources offered by rainforests, wetlands and 

coastal habitats. The YaygirrYaygirr People’s precious cultural knowledge of how to sustainably use 

these resources as been kept safe by generations of Elders.

Everything here is essential to Aboriginal people, and are all significant features of YaygirrYaygirr 

culture. These areas not only provide a source of food and medicine, but are also used for 

ceremonies and meetings, and as spiritual and sacred sites. A traditional way to ensure that 

animals are sustainably maintained for the future is for them to become a totem for the local 

people. This encourages a system of kinship with the natural world, as well as ecological 

connectivity. The wuy-wuywuy-wuy (dolphin) is a totem to YaygirrYaygirr People and the protector of 

their people in the aagalaagal (sea), so it is their duty to ensure that the population in this area 

is maintained. The waangyiwaangyi (dingo) is their totem and protection on land.

The DirrangunDirrangun  
and the Stone Canoe
The DirrangunDirrangun is referred to in many local Yaegl 

mythological stories. The DirrangunDirrangun is a spirit of powerful 

means and treated with the highest respect by local 

Aboriginal people.

The DirrangunDirrangun is believed to be a very powerful and 

clever millgirrmillgirr (woman) spirit who could be good or bad, 

depending on the situation.

In the dreamtime when the garglegargle (ocean) was flat, there 

lived the DirrangunDirrangun, her son and her 2 grandsons. One day 

when the DirrangunDirrangun went looking for yams, her son and her 

grandsons decided to leave the area for another camp site. 

On coming back, she saw at a distance her son and grandsons 

way out to sea in their canoe. She was upset and tried to call 

out, but they couldn’t hear her. So she called to the spirits to 

make the ocean rough. This created waves – she was trying to 

frighten them into coming back to her on the shore, but the 

waves had suddenly tipped over the canoe, and her son and 

grandsons were drowned.

The canoe was washed up at Green Point and turned into 

dainbardainbar (stone), and the DirrangunDirrangun was turned into a large 

round rock, which formed part of the the reef near the mouth 

of the Clarence River.

On a stormy night when you hear the roar of the garglegargle, 

they say that it is the DirrangunDirrangun rolling along the garglegargle 

floor looking for her son and grandsons.

The DirrangunDirrangun lookout area was forbidden to the young 

Yaegl people – an Elder had to be present and you had to 

leave this area before the NjayanNjayan (sun) went down.  

To this day, the area still has important meaning to  

YaeglYaegl People.

There’s also a white  
octopus in the river.  

He’s guarding the reef. 
Artwork: Uncle Neville Vesper

The Dirrangun and the Stone Canoe  
Artwork: Benjamin Currie and painted by Uncle Tony O’Brien

The sign panel above was developed in 2015 by the Yaegl community 
and NSW National Parks & Wildlife Service. We acknowledge the 

contributions made by all those who provided words and artwork for 
this sign, as well as those Yaegl People who have also contributed 

to developing the new sign you see here today. Many of the original 
Yaegl paintings have again been included on this sign, alongside new 

paintings by the next generation of Yaegl artists.   

Echidna was only in the winter months. 
Cobras (wood worms) and lily pillies 

were for the warmer seasons.  
Artwork: Reuben Williams

Artwork: Charlene Williams

Pipi artwork:  
Fiona Roberts-Vesper

Lookout for wuy-wuy  
(dolphins) along the inshore waters, 
moving to and from their favourite 
fishing spot – the Clarence River. 

Illustration: Oscar Vilca

Artwork:  
Floyd Laurie

Yaegl WadyarrWadyarr (Country):

•	Extends from Black Rock  

in the north, down to  

Red Rock in the south. 

•	Extends west as far as 

Lawrence through to 

Ulmarra, then south-east 

toward Tucabia, then south 

to Red Rock.

• 	Sea Country extends east 

200m offshore from the 

mean high water mark,  

then a further 900m east of 

the Dirrangun Dirrangun at the mouth 

of the Clarence River. 

•	There is a shared area 

agreement through Yaegl 

and Bandjalang Peoples to 

the north, and Yaegl and 

Gumbaynggirr Peoples  

to the south.

We acknowledge the Yaegl Traditional Owners  We acknowledge the Yaegl Traditional Owners  
of this land and pay our respects to  of this land and pay our respects to  
Elders past, present and emerging.Elders past, present and emerging.

Yaygirr (Yaegl) land - always 
was, always will be

Welcome to Yaegl Country

Darhuyay Yaygirr WadyarrDarhuyay Yaygirr Wadyarr

The Giant Serpent 
This story is about how the Giant Serpent created 

the different tribes in this area. The Serpent made 

its way through the ocean, up the Clarence River 

past Maclean, to the bottom of the mountains 

near Grafton. Every now and then it would shake 

off a barnacle, creating each tribe. 

The children of Yamba Preschool listened to this 

Dreamtime story told by Miss Tiara Randall,  

which was told to her by her great-grandfather 

Uncle Desmond Ferguson Snr.

The children made a representation of the Giant 

Serpent, starting at the ocean and travelling 

through each area (ocean, river, the grasslands, 

sugar cane fields, and mountains).

The children drew animals to place in their 

correct habitat. This Dreamtime story was 

tied together by the children’s love of animals 

and Wadyarr Wadyarr (Country) and celebrates their 

understanding of Always Was, Always Will Be. 

The Giant Serpent Dreamtime story told by Uncle Desmond Ferguson Snr  

continues to be copyrighted and cannot be reproduced in any way other 

than what has been given approval/permission to do.

Artwork:  
Uncle Desmond  
Ferguson Jnr

Whale artwork:  
Thomas Roberts-Vesper

The Giant Serpent 
Artwork: Yamba 
Preschool 
children, 2020

Dolphin, turtle and shark artwork:  
Vincent Laurie

Iluka
Aluga

Iluka  

Artwork: Frances Belle Parker

The work features an aerial 

view mapping Iluka, and 

incorporates the lush greens 

of the rainforest and land, as 

well as the striking blues of 

BiirrinbaBiirrinba Clarence River and 

the ocean.

The Yaegl totems waangyiwaangyi 
(dingo) and Wuy-WuyWuy-Wuy 

(dolphin) are placed through 

the image, representing Yaegl’s strong cultural connection to the landscape. 

The WiiyaWiiya (fish) in the image depict the areas strong focus on fishing in the area, both 

through a traditional means as well as a means of livelihood for the community. 

The Wurrdyay Wurrdyay (prawn) is scattered in the waterways to show the famous Iluka King 

Prawns, and how prawns are a huge part of life in Iluka.

The WurrdyayWurrdyay (prawn) is the symbol for Iluka Public School. The township and school of 

Iluka is represented through the three red concentric circles.
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